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Epilogue

because there is more to know

"THE SHOW MUST GO ON 1"

Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan is an actor of stage, Radio, Television and a
filmmaker. He is also a theatre practitioner. He started his career back in
1988.

Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan has acted in and has directed
more than two dozen stage plays. He is one of the leading filmmakers of
Kashmir and for the last more than 3 decades he has produced and
directed more than 300 hundred documentary films / Tele Films/episodes
of serials/music albums for DD Kashir, DD Urdu, J&K Tourism, Excise
Department, Kashmir University and other clients.

Having completed his post graduation from Kashmir University in 1982,
Khan has been awarded, honoured & felicitated from time to time by state
cultural academy, other prestigious organisations and associations for
his contribution in the field of theatre and filmmaking.

The filmmaker has also attended ‘Film Appreciation Course’ held under
the joint auspices of NFAI (National Film Archives of India) & FTII (Film
and Television Institute of India) in Pune (1997). He also attended “Basic
Videography Course” held at FTIlin 2006.

Recalling his struggling days, Khan said: “People have struggled in
Bollywood but my struggle began from Kashmir itself. It was not easy to
get the space in Radio, TV and Theatre in the beginning. In Radio, |
cleared my audition in the third chance. In Theatre, | was made to serve
tea to my seniors and | never felt ashamed of it. That’s how | have grown
up”.

When asked about what kind of person he is, Khan replied with a smiling
face, “l am a simple human. | love music, photography, theatre and films. |
am an artistic person. | want to be surrounded by art, peace, love and
everything that gives me solace. Earlier, music was my first passion and
after music, it was acting. | acted extensively for Theatre, TV & Radio and
enjoyed it. And later | started directing stage plays and TV films and TV
Serials. Now | love both of the professions”.

Adding some flavour to the story, Khan said that he had to leave the
dream city because of the unavoidable circumstances. “l was in Mumbai
for two years. | acted in some serials. | had few meetings with film
directors for few assignments but | couldn’t make it as | didn’t stay there
for a long time due to some domestic issues at my home in Kashmirand |
had to return back”

He is the first filmmaker of the valley, who produced & directed
documentaries for UGC’s countrywide classroom through AVRC of
Kashmir University.

He is the founder and director of ‘Kashmir World Film Festival'- a first of
its kind and magnitude in Kashmir. He is also working as Consultant with
North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala at its Srinagar office. He is
the Chairman of Actors Creative Theatre (ACT), an organisation, active in
the field of Art, Culture, Film & Literature, since 1976.

Khan has been conducting film festivals, theatre festivals, theatre
workshops, seminars, interactions, discussions and other functions on
subjects like art, culture, film and literature involving hundreds and
thousands of art loving people, especially youth.

Till date Khan has been felicitated with many awards - Infotel Award” for
his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre,

Radio & Television”, presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State,
Mohtarma Asiya Naqgash (12th Nov. 2017), Was presented “Award of
Honour” for his meritorious services in the field of Theatre and Film
Making by “All Artists Welfare Association Jammu”, presented by State
President BJP Shri Sat Sharma and Secretary Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages Mr Azeez Hajni (22nd Dec. 2016 at Jammu), Short Film
“Sula Mout” directed by him was awarded by J&K Academy of Art, Culture
& Languages. The award was presented by the Speaker of the State
Legislative Assembly Mr Kavinder Gupta (12th Oct. 2015), “Infotel
Award” for his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio &
Television”, presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ghulam
Hassan Mir (Dec. 2014), “Athwas Award” for his meritorious services in
the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by Hon’ble Minister
of J&K State, Jenab Ali Mohammad Sagar (April 2011), The films “Ek
afsana chaman ka” and “Tresh Ta Tarpan” produced and directed by him
got “lind Best Production” and “Consolation Award” respectively, in the
first Film Festival/Competition of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages, presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nasir Aslam
Wani (March 2010), “Award of Excellence” for “Best contribution in TV &
Theatre” awarded by Travel Agents Association of Kashmir, presented by
Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nawang Rigzin Jora (October 2009),
“Best Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play “Tagdeer
Saaz” in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production and got a total of
nine awards, presented by Shri Vijay Bagaya (25 May 2009), “Academy’s

Special prize of Best Direction” and

“Best Set Designer” for the stage

play “EK POTLIARMANOON KI” in

the Theatre Festival of J&K

Academy of Art, Culture &

Languages. The play was also

awarded Best Production (jointly),

and got a total of eight awards,

presented by Hon’ble Union

Minister Shri Saifuddin Soz (2006~

07), “Best Set Designer” for the

play “Jheel Bula Rahi Hai” in

Doordarshan Srinagar’s Theatre

Festival. The play which was

directed by him was also awarded

“3rd Best Production” and got a total of four awards, presented by His
Excellency Gen. S. K. Sinha Governer of J&K State (2005), “Best
Director” (Shakir & Aslam Memorial Award”) by Jehlum Art Media for
directing Tele-film “Phirsaal” (2000), “Best Acting Award” for acting in the
stage play “Bhoma” by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages (1986)
and “Special Prize” for acting in the stage play “Juloos” by J&K Academy
of Art, Culture & Languages (1983).

He has many achievements to his credit. He has been awarded senior
fellowship in the field of folk theatre for a period of two years by Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India (2009 - 2011). Has worked as a subject consultant
in the Hindi Feature film “TAHAAN”, directed by Santosh Sivan (2007-
08). The documentary film titled “KASHMIRI MUSIC” produced &
directed by him in 1994 was screened in the International Film Festival,
held in Srinagar, organised by Films Division and J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages (June 2007) and others.

Mushtaaque has also served as an expert and the judge for his
outstanding knowledge regarding the subjects like art and culture. He
was an expert in the selection committee of J&K Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages, for the selection of Costume designer (Aug. 2006), a
member of the panel of Jury in the Painting competition in Kashmir
University (Nov. 2008), a member of the panel of Jury in the Theatre
Festival/ Competition organised by ANHAD (Aug. 2009), a member of the
panel of Jury in ANHAD’s Young Filmmakers Documentary Film Festival
(Nov. 2009), was member of the panel of Jury in Folk Theatre festival
organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages and North Zone
Cultural Centre, Patiala (Nov. 2009), was Judge in the 3-day Talent Hunt
Programme, held at Bandipore by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages (May 2011), an expert in the Auditions conducted by Song
and Drama Division in Srinagar twice (July 2009 & May 2011), a member
of the panel of jury in Theatre Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages in Srinagar (July 2013), a member of the panel of
jury in the Drama Audition held by Radio Kashmir Srinagar (5th & 6th Aug.
2015), a member of the panel of jury in the Theatre Festival organised by
J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in Abhinav Theatre, Jammu
(7th to 20th Dec 2015) and an expert for evaluating the plays for Theatre
Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in
Srinagar (2017).

Being into the profession of filmmaking, Khan asserted that the
Bollywood has not explored many destinations in the valley. “Be it for
what reasons, but | believe that the film industry has not explored the
valley properly. There are many beautiful places that | know personally,
where they have not filmed so far and in contrary, | will say that in Kashmir
there is a saying that wherever you open your camera, you get a perfect
frame”

Explaining about Kashmir World Film Festival (KWFF) Khan’s latest
venture, he said: “From the past few years, | had a dream of holding a film
festival in Kashmir. | was planning for more than a year and finally, in
2017, 1 did it. The first edition of Kashmir World Film Festival was held in
July 2017. In November 2017, we did its second edition and in June 2018
we returned for the 3rd one. Now, we are all set to host its 4th edition in
November 2018,” Khan said.

“In the festival world, class films and the films from different states of India
are screened. The films made on Kashmir get a special emphasis,” he
added.

For his initiative of the film festival, Khan has been receiving an
overwhelming response and support from all sections of the society and
also from the Mumbai film industry. “I kept moving and people kept joining
me. My wish is that the KWFF should continue even after my death. |
strongly believe in “THE SHOW MUST GO ON,” he concluded.
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The Show Must Go On !

Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan is an actor of stage, Radio, Television and a
filmmaker. He is also a theatre practitioner. He started his career back in
1988.

Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan has acted in and has directed
more than two dozen stage plays. He is one of the leading filmmakers of
Kashmir and for the last more than 3 decades he has produced and
directed more than 300 hundred documentary films / Tele Films/episodes
of serials/music albums for DD Kashir, DD Urdu, J&K Tourism, Excise
Department, Kashmir University and other clients.

Having completed his post graduation from Kashmir University in 1982,
Khan has been awarded, honoured & felicitated from time to time by state
cultural academy, other prestigious organisations and associations for
his contribution in the field of theatre and filmmaking.

The filmmaker has also attended ‘Film Appreciation Course’ held under
the joint auspices of NFAI (National Film Archives of India) & FTII (Film
and Television Institute of India) in Pune (1997). He also attended “Basic
Videography Course” held at FTIlin 2006.

The Stalwart, who defied all barriers to bring World Class films to the
Valley, who struggled against all odds, the cultural activist and The Man
behind KWFF !!!

Recalling his struggling days, Khan said: “People have struggled in
Bollywood but my struggle began from Kashmir itself. It was not easy to
get the space

in Radio, TV

and Theatre in

the beginning.

In Radio, |

cleared my

audition in the

third chance. In

Theatre, | was
made to serve

tea to my

seniors and |

never felt

ashamed of it.

That’s how |

have grown

up”.

When asked

about what

kind of person

he is, Khan

replied with a

smiling face, “I

am a simple

human. | love

music,

photography,

theatre and

films. | am an artistic person. | want to be surrounded by art, peace, love
and everything that gives me solace. Earlier, music was my first passion
and after music, it was acting. | acted extensively for Theatre, TV & Radio
and enjoyed it. And later | started directing stage plays and TV films and
TV Serials. Now | love both of the professions”.

Adding some flavour to the story, Khan said that he had to leave the
dream city because of the unavoidable circumstances. “l was in Mumbai
for two years. | acted in some serials. | had few meetings with film
directors for few assignments but | couldn’t make it as | didn’t stay there
for along time due to some domestic issues at my home in Kashmir and |
had to return back”.

He is the first flmmaker of the valley, who produced & directed
documentaries for UGC’s countrywide classroom through AVRC of
Kashmir University.

He is the founder and director of ‘Kashmir World Film Festival’ — a first of
its kind and magnitude in Kashmir. He is also working as Consultant with
North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala at its Srinagar office. He is
the Chairman of Actors Creative Theatre (ACT), an organisation, active in
the field of Art, Culture, Film & Literature, since 1976.

Khan has been conducting film festivals, theatre festivals, theatre
workshops, seminars, interactions, discussions and other functions on
subjects like art, culture, film and literature involving hundreds and
thousands of art loving people, especially youth.

Till date Khan has been felicitated with many awards — Infotel Award” for
his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,
presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Mohtarma Asiya Naqgash
(12th Nov. 2017), Was presented “Award of Honour” for his meritorious
services in the field of Theatre and Film Making by “All Artists Welfare
Association Jammu”, presented by State President BJP Shri Sat Sharma
and Secretary Academy of Art, Culture and Languages Mr Azeez Hajni
(22nd Dec. 2016 at Jammu), Short Film “Sula Mout” directed by him was
awarded by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The award was
presented by the Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly Mr Kavinder
Gupta (12th Oct. 2015), “Infotel Award” for his meritorious services in the
field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by Hon’ble Minister of
J&K State, Jenab Ghulam Hassan Mir (Dec. 2014), “Athwas Award” for
his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,
presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ali Mohammad Sagar
(April 2011), The films “Ek afsana chaman ka” and “Tresh Ta Tarpan”
produced and directed by him got “lind Best Production” and
“Consolation Award” respectively, in the first Film Festival/Competition of
J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages, presented by Hon’ble
Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nasir Aslam Wani (March 2010), “Award of
Excellence” for “Best contribution in TV & Theatre” awarded by Travel
Agents Association of Kashmir, presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K
State, Mr.
Nawang Rigzin
Jora (October
2009), “Best
Direction” and
“Best Set
Designer” for
the stage play
“Tagdeer
Saaz” in the
Theatre
Festival of J&K
Academy of
Art, Culture &
Languages.
The play was
also awarded
B e s t
Production and
got a total of
nine awards,
presented by
Shri Vijay
Baqgaya (25
May 2009),
“Academy’s
Special prize of
Best Direction”
and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play “EK POTLIARMANOON KI” in
the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The
play was also awarded Best Production (jointly), and got a total of eight
awards, presented by Hon’ble Union Minister Shri Saifuddin Soz (2006-
07), “Best Set Designer” for the play “Jheel Bula Rahi Hai” in
Doordarshan Srinagar’s Theatre Festival. The play which was directed
by him was also awarded “3rd Best Production” and got a total of four
awards, presented by His Excellency Gen. S. K. Sinha Governer of J&K
State (2005), “Best Director” (Shakir & Aslam Memorial Award”) by
Jehlum Art Media for directing Tele-film “Phirsaal” (2000), “Best Acting
Award” for acting in the stage play “Bhoma” by J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages (1986) and “Special Prize” for acting in the stage
play “Juloos” by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages (1983).
He has many achievements to his credit. He has been awarded senior
fellowship in the field of folk theatre for a period of two years by Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India (2009 — 2011). Has worked as a subject consultant
in the Hindi Feature film “TAHAAN”, directed by Santosh Sivan (2007-
08). The documentary film titled “KASHMIRI MUSIC” produced &
directed by him in 1994 was screened in the International Film Festival,
held in Srinagar, organised by Films Division and J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages (June 2007) and others.
Mushtaaque has also served as an expert and the judge for his
outstanding knowledge regarding the subjects like art and culture.
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The show must Go On!

Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan is an actor of stage, Radio, Television and a
filmmaker. He is also a theatre practitioner. He started his career back in
1988.

Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan has acted in and has directed
more than two dozen stage plays. He is one of the leading filmmakers of
Kashmir and for the last more than 3 decades he has produced and
directed more than 300 hundred documentary films / Tele Films/episodes
of serials/music albums for DD Kashir, DD Urdu, J&K Tourism, Excise
Department, Kashmir University and other clients.

Having completed his post graduation from Kashmir University in 1982,
Khan has been awarded, honoured & felicitated from time to time by state
cultural academy, other prestigious organisations and associations for
his contribution in the field of theatre and filmmaking. The filmmaker has
also attended ‘Film Appreciation Course’ held under the joint auspices of
NFAI (National Film Archives of India) & FTII
(Film and Television Institute of India) in Pune
(1997). He also attended “Basic Videography
Course” held at FTII in 2006. Recalling his
struggling days, Khan said: “People have
struggled in Bollywood but my struggle began
from Kashmir itself. It was not easy to get the
space in Radio, TV and Theatre in the
beginning. In Radio, | cleared my audition in
the third chance. In Theatre, | was made to serve tea to my seniors and |
never feltashamed of it. That’s how | have grown up”.

When asked about what kind of person he is, Khan replied with a smiling
face, “l am a simple human. | love music, photography, theatre and films. |
am an artistic person. | want to be surrounded by art, peace, love and
everything that gives me solace. Earlier, music was my first passion and
after music, it was acting. | acted extensively for Theatre, TV & Radio and
enjoyed it. And later | started directing stage plays and TV films and TV
Serials. Now | love both of the professions”.

Adding some flavour to the story, Khan said that he had to leave the
dream city because of the unavoidable circumstances. “l was in Mumbai
for two years. | acted in some serials. | had few meetings with film
directors for few assignments but | couldn’t make it as | didn’t stay there
for along time due to some domestic issues at my home in Kashmirand |
had to return back”

He is the first flmmaker of the valley, who produced & directed
documentaries for UGC’s countrywide classroom through AVRC of
Kashmir University.

He is the founder and director of ‘Kashmir World Film Festival'— a first of
its kind and magnitude in Kashmir. He is also working as Consultant with
North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala at its Srinagar office. He is
the Chairman of Actors Creative Theatre (ACT), an organisation, active in
the field of Art, Culture, Film & Literature, since 1976.

Khan has been conducting film festivals, theatre

festivals, theatre workshops, seminars, interactions,

discussions and other functions on subjects like art,

culture, film and literature involving hundreds and

thousands of art loving people, especially youth.

Till date Khan has been felicitated with many awards

— Infotel Award” for his meritorious services in the

field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by

Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Mohtarma Asiya

Nagash (12th Nov. 2017), Was presented “Award of

Honour” for his meritorious services in the field of

Theatre and Film Making by “All Artists Welfare

Association Jammu”, presented by State President

BJP Shri Sat Sharma and Secretary Academy of Art,

Culture and Languages Mr Azeez Hajni (22nd Dec. 2016 at Jammu),
Short Film “Sula Mout” directed by him was awarded by J&K Academy of
Art, Culture & Languages. The award was presented by the Speaker of
the State Legislative Assembly Mr Kavinder Gupta (12th Oct. 2015),
“Infotel Award” for his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio &
Television”, presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ghulam
Hassan Mir (Dec. 2014), “Athwas Award” for his meritorious services in
the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by Hon’ble Minister
of J&K State, Jenab Ali Mohammad Sagar (April 2011), The films “Ek
afsana chaman ka” and “Tresh Ta Tarpan” produced and directed by him
got “lind Best Production” and “Consolation Award” respectively, in the
first Film Festival/Competition of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages, presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nasir Aslam
Wani (March 2010), “Award of Excellence” for “Best contribution in TV &
Theatre” awarded by Travel Agents Association of Kashmir, presented by

The Stalwart, who defied all barriers
to bring World Class films to the Valley,
who struggled against all odds,
the cultural activist and
The Man behind KWFF!!!

Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nawang Rigzin Jora (October 2009),
“Best Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play “Taqgdeer
Saaz” in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production and got a total of
nine awards, presented by Shri Vijay Bagaya (25 May 2009), “Academy’s
Special prize of Best Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play
“EK POTLI ARMANOON KI” in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of
Art, Culture & Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production
(jointly), and got a total of eight awards, presented by Hon’ble Union
Minister Shri Saifuddin Soz (2006-07), “Best Set Designer” for the play
“Jheel Bula Rahi Hai” in Doordarshan Srinagar’s Theatre Festival. The
play which was directed by him was also awarded “3rd Best Production”
and got a total of four awards, presented by His Excellency Gen. S. K.
Sinha Governer of J&K State (2005), “Best Director” (Shakir & Aslam
Memorial Award”) by Jehlum Art Media for
directing Tele-film “Phirsaal” (2000), “Best
Acting Award” for acting in the stage play
“Bhoma” by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages (1986) and “Special Prize” for
acting in the stage play “Juloos” by J&K
Academy of Art, Culture & Languages (1983).
He has many achievements to his credit. He
has been awarded senior fellowship in the field
of folk theatre for a period of two years by Ministry of Culture, Govt. of
India (2009 — 2011). Has worked as a subject consultant in the Hindi
Feature film “TAHAAN”, directed by Santosh Sivan (2007-08). The
documentary film titled “KASHMIRI MUSIC” produced & directed by him
in 1994 was screened in the International Film Festival, held in Srinagar,
organised by Films Division and J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages (June 2007) and others.
Mushtaaque has also served as an expert and the judge for his
outstanding knowledge regarding the subjects like art and culture. He
was an expert in the selection committee of J&K Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages, for the selection of Costume designer (Aug. 2006), a
member of the panel of Jury in the Painting competition in Kashmir
University (Nov. 2008), a member of the panel of Jury in the Theatre
Festival/ Competition organised by ANHAD (Aug. 2009), a member of the
panel of Jury in ANHAD'’s Young Filmmakers Documentary Film Festival
(Nov. 2009), was member of the panel of Jury in Folk Theatre festival
organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages and North Zone
Cultural Centre, Patiala (Nov. 2009), was Judge in the 3-day Talent Hunt
Programme, held at Bandipore by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages (May 2011), an expert in the Auditions conducted by Song
and Drama Division in Srinagar twice (July 2009 & May 2011), a member
of the panel of jury in Theatre Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages in Srinagar (July 2013), a
member of the panel of jury in the Drama Audition
held by Radio Kashmir Srinagar (5th & 6th Aug.
2015), a member of the panel of jury in the Theatre
Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages in Abhinav Theatre, Jammu (7th to 20th
Dec 2015) and an expert for evaluating the plays for
Theatre Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages in Srinagar (2017).
Being into the profession of filmmaking, Khan
asserted that the Bollywood has not explored many
destinations in the valley. “Be it for what reasons, but
| believe that the film industry has not explored the
valley properly. There are many beautiful places that
| know personally, where they have not filmed so far
and in contrary, | will say that in Kashmir there is a saying that wherever
you open your camera, you get a perfect frame” Explaining about
Kashmir World Film Festival (KWFF) Khan’s latest venture, he said:
“From the past few years, | had a dream of holding a film festival in
Kashmir. | was planning for more than a year and finally, in 2017, | did it.
The first edition of Kashmir World Film Festival was held in July 2017. In
November 2017, we did its second edition and in June 2018 we returned
for the 3rd one. Now, we are all set to host its 4th edition in November
2018,” Khan said. “In the festival world, class films and the films from
different states of India are screened. The films made on Kashmir get a
special emphasis,” he added. For his initiative of the film festival, Khan
has been receiving an overwhelming response and support from all
sections of the society and also from the Mumbai film industry. “I kept
moving and people kept joining me. My wish is that the KWFF should
continue even after my death. | strongly believe in “THE SHOW MUST
GO ON,” he concluded.
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Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan Unplugged !

Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan is an actor of stage, Radio, Television and a
filmmaker. He is also a theatre practitioner. He started his career back in
1988.

Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan has acted in and has directed
more than two dozen stage plays. He is one of the leading filmmakers of
Kashmir and for the last more than 3 decades he has produced and
directed more than 300 hundred documentary films / Tele Films/episodes
of serials/music albums for DD Kashir, DD Urdu, J&K Tourism, Excise
Department, Kashmir University and other clients.

Having completed his post graduation from Kashmir University in 1982,
Khan has been awarded, honoured & felicitated from time to time by state
cultural academy, other prestigious organisations and associations for
his contribution in the field of theatre and filmmaking.

The filmmaker has also attended ‘Film Appreciation Course’ held under
the joint auspices of NFAI (National Film Archives of India) & FTII (Film
and Television Institute of India) in Pune (1997). He also attended “Basic
Videography Course” held at FTIlin 2006.

Recalling his struggling days, Khan said: “People have struggled in
Bollywood but my struggle began from Kashmir itself. It was not easy to
get the space in Radio, TV and Theatre in the beginning. In Radio, |
cleared my audition in the third chance. In Theatre, | was made to serve
tea to my seniors and | never felt ashamed of it. That’s how | have grown

u p .
When asked about what kind of person he is, Khan replied with a smiling
face, “l am a simple human. | love music, photography, theatre and films. |
am an artistic person. | want to be surrounded by art, peace, love and
everything that gives me solace. Earlier, music was my first passion and
after music, it was acting. | acted extensively for Theatre, TV & Radio and
enjoyed it. And later | started directing stage plays and TV films and TV
Serials. Now | love both of the professions”.

Adding some flavour to the story, Khan said that he had to leave the
dream city because of the unavoidable

circumstances. “l was in Mumbai for two years. |

acted in some serials. | had few meetings with film

directors for few assignments but | couldn’t make it

as | didn’t stay there for a long time due to some

domestic issues at my home in Kashmirand | had to

return back”

He is the first flmmaker of the valley, who produced

& directed documentaries for UGC’s countrywide

classroom through AVRC of Kashmir University.

He is the founder and director of ‘Kashmir World

Film Festival’ — a first of its kind and magnitude in

Kashmir. He is also working as Consultant with

North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala at its Srinagar office. He is
the Chairman of Actors Creative Theatre (ACT), an organisation, active in
the field of Art, Culture, Film & Literature, since 1976.

Khan has been conducting film festivals, theatre festivals, Khan has been
conducting film festivals, theatre festivals, theatre workshops, seminars,
interactions, discussions and other functions on subjects like art, culture,
film and literature involving hundreds and thousands of art loving people,
especially youth.

Till date Khan has been felicitated with many awards — Infotel Award” for
his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,
presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Mohtarma Asiya Nagash
(12th Nov. 2017), Was presented “Award of Honour” for his meritorious
services in the field of Theatre and Film Making by “All Artists Welfare
Association Jammu”, presented by State President BJP Shri Sat Sharma
and Secretary Academy of Art, Culture and Languages Mr Azeez Hajni
(22nd Dec. 2016 at Jammu), Short Film “Sula Mout” directed by him was
awarded by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The award was
presented by the Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly Mr Kavinder
Gupta (12th Oct. 2015), “Infotel Award” for his meritorious services in the
field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by Hon’ble Minister of
J&K State, Jenab Ghulam Hassan Mir (Dec. 2014), “Athwas Award” for
his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,
presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ali Mohammad Sagar
(April 2011), The films “Ek afsana chaman ka” and “Tresh Ta Tarpan”
produced and directed by him got “lind Best Production” and
“Consolation Award” respectively, in the first Film Festival/Competition of
J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages, presented by Hon’ble
Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nasir Aslam Wani (March 2010), “Award of
Excellence” for “Best contribution in TV & Theatre” awarded by Travel
Agents Association of Kashmir, presented by Hon’ble Minister of J&K

State, Mr. Nawang Rigzin Jora (October 2009), “Best Direction” and
“Best Set Designer” for the stage play “Taqgdeer Saaz” in the Theatre
Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The play was also
awarded Best Production and got a total of nine awards, presented by
Shri Vijay Bagaya (25 May 2009), “Academy’s Special prize of Best
Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play “EK POTLI
ARMANOON KI”in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production (jointly), and got
a total of eight awards, presented by Hon’ble Union Minister Shri
Saifuddin Soz (2006-07), “Best Set Designer” for the play “Jheel Bula
Rahi Hai” in Doordarshan Srinagar’s Theatre Festival. The play which
was directed by him was also awarded “3rd Best Production” and got a
total of four awards, presented by His Excellency Gen. S. K. Sinha
Governer of J&K State (2005), “Best Director” (Shakir & Aslam Memorial
Award”) by Jehlum Art Media for directing Tele-film “Phirsaal” (2000),
“BestActing Award” for acting in the stage play “Bhoma” by J&K Academy
of Art, Culture & Languages (1986) and “Special Prize” for acting in the
stage play “Juloos” by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages (1983).
He has many achievements to his credit. He has been awarded senior
fellowship in the field of folk theatre for a period of two years by Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India (2009 —2011). Has worked as a subject consultant
in the Hindi Feature film “TAHAAN”, directed by Santosh Sivan (2007-
08). The documentary film titled “KASHMIRI MUSIC” produced &
directed by him in 1994 was screened in the International Film Festival,
held in Srinagar, organised by Films Division and J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages (June 2007) and others.
Mushtaaque has also served as an expert and the judge for his
outstanding knowledge regarding the subjects like art and culture. He
was an expert in the selection committee of J&K Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages, for the selection of Costume designer (Aug. 2006), a
member of the panel of Jury in the Painting competition in Kashmir
University (Nov. 2008), a member of the panel of
Jury in the Theatre Festival/ Competition organised
by ANHAD (Aug. 2009), a member of the panel of
Jury in ANHAD'’s Young Filmmakers Documentary
Film Festival (Nov. 2009), was member of the panel
of Jury in Folk Theatre festival organised by J&K
Academy of Art, Culture & Languages and North
Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala (Nov. 2009), was
Judge in the 3-day Talent Hunt Programme, held at
Bandipore by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages (May 2011), an expert in the Auditions
conducted by Song and Drama Division in Srinagar
twice (July 2009 & May 2011), a member of the
panel of jury in Theatre Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages in Srinagar (July 2013), a member of the panel of
jury in the Drama Audition held by Radio Kashmir Srinagar (5th & 6th Aug.
2015), a member of the panel of jury in the Theatre Festival organised by
J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in Abhinav Theatre, Jammu
(7th to 20th Dec 2015) and an expert for evaluating the plays for Theatre
Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in
Srinagar (2017).
Being into the profession of filmmaking, Khan asserted that the
Bollywood has not explored many destinations in the valley. “Be it for
what reasons, but | believe that the film industry has not explored the
valley properly. There are many beautiful places that | know personally,
where they have not filmed so far and in contrary, | will say thatin Kashmir
there is a saying that wherever you open your camera, you get a perfect
frame”
Explaining about Kashmir World Film Festival (KWFF) Khan’s latest
venture, he said: “From the past few years, | had a dream of holding a film
festival in Kashmir. | was planning for more than a year and finally, in
2017, 1 did it. The first edition of Kashmir World Film Festival was held in
July 2017. In November 2017, we did its second edition and in June 2018
we returned for the 3rd one. Now, we are all set to host its 4th edition in
November2018,” Khan said.
“In the festival world, class films and the films from different states of India
are screened. The films made on Kashmir get a special emphasis,” he
added.
For his initiative of the film festival, Khan has been receiving an
overwhelming response and support from all sections of the society and
also from the Mumbai film industry. “I kept moving and people kept joining
me. My wish is that the KWFF should continue even after my death. |
strongly believe in “THE SHOW MUST GO ON,” he concluded.
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'In Conflict-hit Kashmir,

Theatre is not taken seriously

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan has donned many hats in his
long theatre career. Acting directing, cinematography or play
writing--he has not only seen it all but has established

himself as a prominent voice in Kashmir's nascent

theatre. Mushtaaque sat with Kashmir Narrator's Tariq Ali Mir
to talk about his career and the future of theatre in Kashmir.

Excerpts:

How did you begin your career in theatre?

| come from a very humble and traditional family that had no
background in theatre, TV, or films, | had a strong desire of singing from
the age of 11 and gradually developed the desire for acting. The only
encouragement came from my sister who was pursuing her subjects.
She was not allowed to follow her ambitions in music by the family. | got
achance to work in few skits in children programmes of

Doordarshan at the age of 13, and it continued for few years, My
mother was very concerned about my studies and wanted me to
pursue my higher studies; she did not encourage me in the field of arts.
In my university days, | was an active member of the Cultural Club and
also participated in few short plays. First role which | got was in a Hindi
play titled "Nadi Pyaasi Hai" in this play | had only one dialogue and the
play was performed in Srinagar's Tagore Hall, Few

years later, | started working in Doordarshan plays and serial on
regular basis.

Who're the artists whose work inspired you

to dowhatyou've been doing?

| was fortunate enough to get the love and affection of few gurus in
theatre especially Ali Mohammad Lone, Pran Kishore, Kavi Rattan
Sharma, M.L. Kemmu, Suraj Narain Tickoo, P.K. Raina, Ashok
Jailkhani and Dr. Sohan Lal Kaul. These masters of theatre greatly
influenced my learning in theatre and it's from them that | learned the
nuances of the art and craft of the theatre.

You are now filmmaker too. How did that happen?

Actually | was into acting for theatre and television. After doing lead
roles in a number of success full TV serials | felt stagnated, and in a
place like Kashmir there isn't much growth, Then | decided to shift to
production and direction. Once | got an opportunity in 1988 to make
documentaries, telefilms and serials for Doordarshan My first
documentary film was on power projects of Jammu Kashmir, and my
first successful project was telefilm called 'Phirsaal' which | made in
1993. People

remember this film
even today.

Tell us about Kashmir World Film Festival (KWFF), your
brainchild.

After working as a filmmaker for three decades, | took an initiative of
conducting an international film festival in Kashmir on a professional
level, This kind of activity was totally missing in this part of the world.
For any society it is very essential to have a platform where people can
watch meaningful films and do introspection and interaction on
different subjects. | had been planning to conduct a film festival in
Kashmirfromlast 7-8 Years.

Do you plan to hold film festivals in the future also?

Of course, Since the response to the first edition of KWFF was
overwhelming, we are planning to organise its next edition in the
summer or autumn of 2019.

In many conflict zones across the globe, people often take
refuge in theatre when bombs rain down, How's the
theatre scene in Kashmir which is in the throes of an
armed conflict for many decades now?

Unfortunately, the art scene in Kashmir is entirely different from other
conflict-hit areas of the world. Strangely, the conflictin Kashmir has not
only discouraged but completely prevented theatre activities. The
street theatre became even more difficult to perform. Theatre is no
doubt a very popular medium to raise the issues of the society, but
unfortunately in Kashmir these activities are still not taken seriously by
the people. These are considered merely a source of entertainment
and amusement.

Thankfully, the fate of our age-old street theatre Bhande Paether has
been better. No doubt the artist associated with Bhande Paether faced
the onslaught of the last three turbulent decades, but nevertheless

survived as an art.
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Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan, 59, festival director and filmmaker

Khan is also known as the ‘festival man’ of Kashmir. In 2017, he took an
initiative to bring world-class films to the valley and Bollywood stars as
well. He is organizing the film festival with the name ‘Kashmir World Film
Festival’ in Srinagar and so far four editions have been completed. The
festival has been attended by the big names of the film Industry like Tabu,
Madhur Bhandarkar, Rajit Kapur, Raju Chadha, Rahul Mitra, Saeed
Mirza, Govind Nihalani, Imam Siddiqui, Rahul Bhat, Imran Khan, Anjum
Rajabali, and others. The festival has screened the Bollywood films

Bajrangi Bhaijaan, Dangal, Parmanu, and others getting the audience a
cinematicfeel.

Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan has acted in and has directed
more than two dozen stage plays. He is one of the leading filmmakers of
Kashmir and for the last more than three decades he has produced and
directed more than 300 documentaries, telefiims, and episodes of
serials. “We want that more films and Bollywood stars should visit
Kashmir and we will continue to invite them,” Khan said.
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MUSRTAAQUIE AL ARVIAD [[KH/AN

By Mushtaaque B Barq

Life is a mystery and to live it means to be mystic. Scratch the soil you
may find a treasure if not at least you leave a mark of your own. From
forensic expert to sketch artist and from the impression on paper to the
screen, the wonderful journey of Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan is itself an
apt script for a film. Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan is the founder of the
International Film Festival by the name and style of Kashmir World Film
Festival and many Cultural cum literary clubs of Kashmir. PG in
Geography from Kashmir University to film making, transition to many
gives the impression of a fairy tale but true to the core for Mushtaaque Ali.
Secretary of Cultural Club (of Kashmir University), Chairman of ACT
(Actor's Creative Theatre) and a prominent TV actor has created a niche
of his own in the field of Acting, Direction, Cultural Activism and set
designing. The actor became part and parcel of Doordashan, Srinagar,
when there was a galaxy of players around, but Mushtaaque Ali ran off
with attention and impressed one and all with pure art, dynamism and
above all by his unique style of dialogue delivery. From minor roles to
leading roles, the actor director's evolution as a star is a breathtaking
story. From forensic laboratories to film sets, from arms to 'takes' and
from latitudes and longitudes to dialogue making Mushtaaque Ali
managed to turn mega cameras at him. From his old love for arms and
ammunitions, the actor opted for negative roles which he played with
utmost accuracy. His stature and style helped him to perform on the
screen as a villain. Despite limitation at the sets and lack of editing
equipment, to play a villain under such circumstances was the real test of
wits and guts, but to the one enshrined with potential and passion
challenges bow and create a way for the generations to follow.
Mushtaaque Ali not only attracted the attention of his admirers but his
magnetic personality turned many filmmakers towards him and he was
offered roles in Bollywood films that could not materialize for some family
reasons. Starting from DAV school and ended at Kashmir University, the
actor was fond of music and in the mirror of life, he would look at himself
as a police cop. Like others, the classroom was never his area, but at
Kashmir University his metamorphosis was on cards for the reason he
turned to be politically active student that in reciprocation landed him in
jail when he was arrested in 1981 for 8 days. After his release, he
continued where he had left. Owing to his outspoken abilities he was
elected President of the Geography Department and later he also
became Secretary of the Cultural Club of Kashmir University. His acting
career has been full of jubilations; the actor was felicitated by the
organisation SARHAD, a Pune-based organization in 2019 for his
outstanding contribution in organizing Film Festivals in Kashmir. Chinar
Art Foundation in 2018 awarded the actor for his contribution in luring
people towards Theatre. Infotel Award in 2017, Award of Honour by All
Artists Welfare Association Jammu. For directing Sula Mout,
Mushtaaque Ali was awarded by the J&K Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages in 2015. He was appreciated and later awarded for his films
like Ek Afsana Chaman Ka and Tresh Ta Tarpan. For the Stage play,
Tagdeer Saaz Mushtaaque Ali emerged as a set designer and was
awarded for his outstanding innovations in direction and art designing.
His set designing was also appreciated in Ek Potli Armanoun Ki, Jheel

Bula Rahi Hai

and was

awarded as Best

Set Designer.

Mushtaaque Ali

was adjudged

Best Director

and was

honored with

Shakir and

Aslam Memorial

Award by

Jhelum Art

Media for

directing Tele-film Phirsaal. The actor also won the Best Award and
Special Award respectively for plays Bhoma and Juloos. “Deep down the
memory lane, almost 40-45 years back a group of young artists in the age
of 10-14 years was being booked by me for dramatisation of the series
from Indian and western classics. Mushtaaque Ali Khan was one of the
main artists who participated in these series. Mushtaaque was too
promising in the making of a fine actor in the future times to come. Due to
his good physique and husky voice he got preference over others for the
lead roles. While recollecting the memories of those days, young
Mushtaaque was always obedient, disciplined, and punctual and had the
gift of God to act impromptu whenever there was a need.” SAROJNI
RAINA (Former Dy. Director, Doordarshan, Bangalore)

“I know him now for many decades and had the honour of working with
him too. | first saw him on stage years back in a Hindi play in Tagore Hall,
Srinagar. | was amazed at the dynamic portrayal of the character he was
playing, delivering long passages of the dialogue in chaste Hindi without
any blemish. Since then, | have been following his emergence as an
actor, a director and a producer in theatre, broadcasting, and television
and even in films. What a multifaceted powerhouse of talent!. His
contribution in these fields is very valuable but he will be remembered for
the crusader's job he had undertaken to organize film festivals in Kashmir
at a time when the valley was almost burning and such activities were
forbidden and continue to organize them even now. Mushtaaque, as |
lovingly call him has earned many honours and feathers for his cap but
above all that, he has earned peoples' love because he is extremely
noble, soft-spoken and humble — A real good human being.” PRAN
KISHORE (Padma Shri and Sahitya Akademi Awardee — Author,
Playwright and Director, Pune)

“First when | saw him appearing on TV, my mind suddenly went to an
actor a celebrity of yesteryears, Prithvi Raj Kapoor's younger brother
Trilok Kapoor. He had a

personality dominating

everything, dominating

the scene also.

Mushtaaque Ali

somehow reminded me

of his personality, his

height, his gestures, his

hair, his sharp features,

his bold and beautiful

eyes and his manner of

dialogue which is totally

different from others.

Mushtaaque Ali has a

matchless sense of

timing in his dialogue delivery. There are so many good actors but
Mushtaaque Ali is totally different from them, number one. Number two
his accent in Kashmiri is purely Kashmiri and his accent in Urdu is purely
Urdu. Mushtaaque Ali is a committed friend also. He is a superclass
human being.” FAROOQ NAZKI (Poet, Writer and Former Director,
Doordarshan)

“Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan is a very dedicated Theatre Practitioner
and an Ace Filmmaker. | have seen him always busy in doing Theatre,
making Films, holding stage shows and organizing Theatre & Film
Festivals. He is a committed Cultural Activist. | appreciate all his
initiatives in Kashmir, especially the 'Kashmir World Film Festival'.”
ZAFAR IQBAL MANHAS (Former Secretary and Vice President of J&K
Academy of Art Culture & Languages)

“It was a strange coincidence that | met Mushtaaque Ali sometime in the
late 1980s at Doordarshan Delhi. | was impressed with his bubbling
enthusiasm to promote the picture of his state and the community for the
craft and arts they possessed. He wanted the entire country to know
about it. Later, during my assignment as Senior Director, DD Kashir |
found him much matured and trained to transport the goodness of his
state from various portals in media. He did some meritorious productions.
He is a committed professional, a diehard theatre activist and someone
who likes to promote the flavour of his region. Mushtaaque Ali to me is
sort of a cultural ambassador of the state and has a long way to go and
stamp his virtuosity.” VINOD KAPOOR (Former Senior Director,
Doordarshan, Delhi)

“I admire his strength of character, the trust he invokes and the integrity
he brings to his craft. He also stands out like a beacon in these
challenging times. His Endeavour to reignite creativity through the
Kashmir World Film Festival is part of his drive. To be sure, Mushtaaque
has strong interpersonal skills, enthusiasm, empathy, ability to engage,
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and the drive to ensure that the festival ties into the longer-term vision of
the state.” ASHOK KAUL TIKU (Film Writer, Director and Producer,
Mumbai)

“He is an amazing actor and a very beautiful human being. When | was
making Movie Tahaan, he helped me quite a bit. He is a very passionate
film person. He is the main man responsible for starting the 'Kashmir
World Film Festival', which is getting prominence. Overall he is really a
passionate film lover and a fantastic actor.” SANTOSH SIVAN (ASC ISC,
Director and Director of Photography)

“Until a few years ago, | knew Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan as a notable
drama and film artist, a theatre personality of J&K and beyond. But |
discovered in him also a good human being, warm-hearted and
affectionate person when we spent

a great time together in the UAE in

2017.As we shared a hotel room in

Dubai, | watched him closely,

wearing his life on his sleeve.

Talking about his contribution in

promoting theatre, film and other

performing arts, he is a pioneer in

his own right. He played a

dominant rather gigantic role in

reviving performing arts in J&K in

the past few decades by himself

organizing or being in the forefront

of holding festivals, seminars,

workshops and other events,

showcasing his talent and expertise in each such activity.” YUSUF
JAMEEL (Journalist)

“Mushtaaque Ali is one of the talented actors of J&K, who started acting
from a very young age. Not only talented but almighty has blessed him
with the best features, smartness and a dream to gain heights in the
entertainment world. Despite all odds, Mushtaaque has tried hard to
make his niche in this limited world that was earlier confined to Radio and
Television and now is making his own existence beyond the borders of
the state. His skills in the film production are unmatchable.” NAYEEMA
MAHJOOR (Journalistand Penguin Author, London).

“Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan is among those in Kashmir whose heart
beats for theatre and cinema. The credit for organizing several editions of
Kashmir World Film Festival which brought reputed filmmakers and film
educationists besides award-winning films to a place where cinema halls
had closed down 30 years ago, goes to Mushtaaque Ali. He tirelessly
works to encourage young Kashmiris to think of making a career in
cinema and to promote film education. I'm sure his work will bear results
and someday soon Kashmir valley will produce great actors,
screenwriters and technicians.” BHUPINDER KAINTHOLA (Director,
FTIl, Pune)

“Mushtaaque is known to me since his very early days in theatre and
Television. There are actors and artists whose goal is fame and quick
recognition and there are some

for whom artistic pursuits are a

part of their life and being. He

belongs to the latter category. A

full-timer dedicated himself to

theatre and TV. A seasoned

actor has given some very good

performances both on stage

and TV. His passion for theatre

and other creative arts is

admirable.” ASHOK

JAILKHANI, Former Additional

Director General Doordarshan

and Author).

“We have an association of over

40 years. We have been

classmates at the University. He

was a stormy petrel as a student

and stood for students' welfare

and rights. Later as a

professional, he always dreamt

big and wasn't afraid to tread the

unknown path even if thorny. | have often quoted that “You need to have
certain kind of madness to think of hosting a Film Festival in Kashmir.” He
made it happen because of unflinching self-belief and great
organisational skills. On many an occasion, he has changed the
discourse for others to follow. He has a great ability to nurture and
promote youth. Mushtaaque Ali has put together a team of youngsters
who are willing to give their right arm for him. | admire his enthusiasm,
commitment and vision.” SAYYED HUMAYUN QAISAR (Broadcaster,
Media Trainer and Counsellor).

“Mushtaaque's association with me is now more than 4 decades old.
Though we worked in Theatre and TV together and before that he also
happened to be classmates in Amar Singh College, Srinagar. | remember
he had a spark of performing arts during those days also. After college he

got Govt. Job in Forensic Laboratory but always remained in a fix about
the time management, finally his artistic passion won, he resigned from
the job and devoted himself fully to the performing art. His dialogue
“Surekh Karey” in the Serial Imandar made him immensely popular and
he is still called “Surekh karey”. He started a film Festival at Srinagar,
which is an activity done for the first time in Kashmir. This activity is a solid
platform for the filmmakers of J&K, which could get possible only due to
Mushtaaque's tireless efforts. He is also a well-defined Producer &
Director and has done numerous productions for DD.” KAMAL RAZDAN
(Actor, Director and Writer).
“The most versatile actor, director, filmmaker, | have had the privilege of
knowing Mushtaaque Ali closely. He broke new grounds with the thought-
provoking serials and films he has
made. His contribution to the
theatre is exemplary and a source
of inspiration for the newcomers in
the field. Apart from being a stylish
and superb actor and director, he is
a great human being as well. He is
always there to help people, even
the unknown ones who are in dire
need. Mushtaaque Ahmed Ali
Khan | should say is a perfect
combination of a great artist and a
superb human being.” RAJESH
RAINA (Senior Journalist).
“Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan is
synonymous with the true spirit of performing artistry in contemporary
Kashmir. From theatre to television and also in the audio medium, he is a
celebrated artist. His charm as a performer has not faded away with the
time but excelled instead. He has created an aura of inspiration for young
artists over time. His strength and dedication to his art is praiseworthy.”
DR. DARAKHSHAN ANDRABI (Writer, Poet and Social Activist).
Q:-How from Geography, you ended atActing and Directing?
Well! There was a kind of pulse within me that | never let go of. It was to
present myself before the audience through acting or performing at
Theatre. Basically, | started as a singer and started learning from Pt.
Shambhu Nath Sopori and Sh. Kaka Ji Safaya, even at University |
performed as a singer in many Cultural shows. Geography was my
second love, | still believe that acting and direction have given me a name
that | cherish. From the earth to ether, the transition witnessed a lot of
impediments which | by the grace of Allah managed to tackle. My interest
in acting kept me searching for the right kind of platform which finally |
found in the form of Theatre, TV and Radio. | consider myself a true music
lover because music runs through my nerves. | feel the vibrations all over
me whenever music echoes around. Music has widened my horizon, my
cosmos and above all, it has multiplied my requirements. It was both my
keen concern and appreciation by friends, colleagues, admirers and
above all by mentors that guided me through and emerged as an
actor/director. Everyone is an
actor | believe, we all have a sort
of acting within us that we
perform but fail to bring it out and
nurse it, | was fast to recognize it
and without any further delay |
started to feed the seedling of
acting within me and that
helped. It is very important to
grab the opportunity whenever it
is available. | have read
somewhere that opportunity is
like a bottle with a long neck, if
you hold it at right time it easily
comes under the grip but once
you let it go then you need a lot
of efforts to hold for the reason
its belly keep increasing with the
passage of time and once it
moves out of your control you
have nothing with you save
lamentations.
Q:-How difficult it was for you to create a space in the field of acting?
Itis true that once you start a career, things are not there to welcome you
with open arms, the same is true to me. Initially, it was too tough a job; | at
times had a second opinion knocking at my doors vigorously, but then one
who is mad to follow his passion, every other thing seems insignificant. |
kept my cool and that worked. After initial hiccups and battering, my
determination and willpower | should say it proudly came in handy and
carved the artist out of the rough stone with odd edges. With time rough
edges were polished, sharpness and smartness integrated and above all
my incessant hard work aided my talent. One thing | have learned
seriously: that hard work has no substitute. One can explore
unimaginable depths and heights if one is ready to sweat to make his life
sweet. | started acting in skits for the children programme of
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Doordarshan, Srinagar,
when | was just thirteen years
old and worked for two / three
years for Doordarshan and
then joined 'Yuvavani'
Services of the then Radio
Kashmir Srinagar as an
anchor. Like all other
struggling artists, | too faced
a kind of hostile atmosphere
at home for my mother never
encouraged me for the reason not to compromise the studies. It was how
with the passage of time | grew as a mature actor and created a room of
my own in the hall of actors, especially in Kashmir. | have in my credit a
few basic courses like Film Appreciation Course from FTIl (Film and
Television Institute of India) besides Basic Videography Courses from the
aforesaid institute. You always have to start with the letter 'A' and keep on
learning till you find yourself apt to write freely, the same is true to acting.
One has to measure his world and act on the responses. | listened to my
demands and followed them like a fallen star and finally placed myself in
theinn of achievers.
Q:-You have Produced and Directed documentaries for AVRC (Audio
Visual Research Centre) University of Kashmir and J&K Tourism Deptt,
How different and difficult was this experience?
Working within your own limitations if on one hand is an uphill task but on
the other hand limitations teach you more than lavishness. The projects
were challenging and tough but then if you know the art of bringing at fore
the best of you, difficulties drive you to unknown planes and enrich you to
the extent of ending at something hitherto unknown or unheard and the
same is true with me. In 1993 | Directed and Produced The Dying Dal
Lake and in the same year The Working Children of Kashmir. These
projects were really challenging for the reason the atmosphere was
hostile and on the other hand, people were in a shell. It was hard to bring
them out to face the camera when they were living under a constant
psychological trauma. In 1994 Bhand-e-Pather, Kashmiri Music, Sarang,
Surnai, Rabab, Kashmir — The Land of Shrines, and Kashmir Ki Ziarat
Gahain, were some of the documentaries that | directed and Produced for
AVRC (Kashmir University) and J&K Tourism. Apart from these
documentaries and short films | Directed and Produced a number of
serials and films for DD-Kashir like Phirsaal, Gate, Gaash —e- Tarakh, Ek
Afsana Chaman Ka, Tresh Ta Tarpan and Lamhoon Ki Khata. In addition
to it, I have in my credit the projects like Power Projects of J&K, Samba
Prints, Hindu Temples of Srinagar and a short film on Drug Abuse.
Q:-What has been your dream Project so for?
As a Director and Producer, the most enjoyable and remarkable project
was a thirteen episode on Ghalib under the title Na Hota Main To Kya
Hota for DD Urdu. A 90-minute telefiim on Ghalib titled Tasawwur E
Janaan was produced out of the footage of the foresaid serial. Working on
such projects is really a challenge for you have to display a legend before
t h e
audience in
a way you
think of
him. You
have to
prove
yourself
and for that
research
work must
b e
accurate. These were research-based projects and to maintain the
originality of script and narration | met a lot of people who had read and
understood Ghalib and tried my best to bring the best out of my research.
It was only after such an honest research | was able to do justice to the
themes. After thorough research and several recces in states of Dehli,
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan and UP were visited to suit the location and
demand of the script and finally few Palaces were shortlisted in a small
town of Western UP known as Amroha, for shooting. At Amroha besides
Palaces and narrow lanes, | also got appropriate properties and
costumes for the said production.
In 1985, | got a chance to work in a Kashmiri serial Imandar written by
Bashir Dada and Directed by Shabir Mujahid. | played a naughty
student’s role, who later turns into an honest police officer. | played the
Protagonist Javaid Khan's role. This drama gave me my screen name
Javaid Khan and | am still often addressed as Javaid Khan and people
would often ask me to repeat the famous dialogue: “Surikh karay Surikh”.
Q:-You have been actively involved in 'Kashmir World Film Festival', how
has it helped the local film makers?
The objective of the International Film Festival was to screen 'Kashmiri-
based Films' as well as the selected films from the rest of India and other
countries around the globe, under the slogan “Show must go on” to draw
together the indigenous filmmakers under one umbrella to provide them
International exposure. The last Film Festival till date received 460 films

from 15 countries and 111 films from different states were screened and
25 from other countries. 136 films were screened and 30 films were
awarded out of which 23 from India and 7 from other countries. 672
students from Kashmir participated in the workshops. Almost 200
delegates graced the occasion besides 15,500 film lovers. | am hopeful
that Kashmir World Film Festival (KWFF) shall remain the center of
attraction for filmmakers that may in reciprocity encourage tourism to a
great extent. No film since 1989 has been screened in the Valley-based
Cinema halls and as such, the cinema culture in Valley is history now. To
uplift the actors, directors, producers, artists of the Valley KWFF was
aimed to encourage them and to address their problems.

Q:-Who honed your skills and abilities as actor director?

It is a difficult question; still, | will try to answer it sincerely. For Television |
was brushed up by Sarojini Raina, Basheer Badgami, Jai Kishan Zutshi,
Shabbeer Mujahid, Khurshid Masoodi, and for the Radio people who
promoted me are Nahida Taj Quraishi, Pran Kishore and Noor
Mohammad Lala. The people who always backed up me supported me
and boosted me are late Prof. Hamidi Kashmiri, late Jenab Ali
Mohammad Lone, late Prof. Abdul Ahad Wani, late Jenab Qaiser

Qalander, late Jenab Ashraf Sahil, Late Jenab Riyaz Geelani, Jenab
Mohammad Yousuf Taing, Prof Ab. Ghani Madhosh, Jenab Farooq
Nazki, Shri. Vinod Kapoor, Shri. Ajay Mittal, Shri. Kamal Razdan, and Dr.
Sohal Lal Koul. | consider myself a product of the above-mentioned
galaxy of experts. | have no objection in declaring that they have crafted
my personality which | used to put before the audience in whatever role |
was offered. The above-mentioned legends have in addition to acting /
directing, guided me in all phases of life. Gurus are saints and saints are
respected everywhere. | salute all these legends who taught me how to
tread on pathways and hilly roads and on wet and dry planes. Whatever |
am today | owe and dedicate it to them all. A student must sincerely agree
that he is the product of teachers, trainers and critics.

| am highly thankful to Santosh Sivan, Ashok Jialkhani, Farooq Fayyaz,
Humayun Qaiser and Ashok Kaul , Kavi Rattan, M L Kemmu and Abdul
Ghanifor their valuable and value-based suggestion.

Q:-Whatis the future of upcoming actors of the Valley?

To be honest, | don't see any hope for some genuine reasons: Lack of
infrastructure, lack of trainers and above all lack of interest, but there is
always the other side of the coin. Half a cup of water to an optimist tells a
different tale than the pessimist. For an upcoming actor, itis really difficult
under the prevailing circumstance to survive. But having said this | have a
strong gut feeling that people may recognize the artist and watch him
performing on stage and on both mini and mega screen. There are so
many dramatic clubs and societies wherein, an upcoming actor must get
an apt environment to groom his potential and personality because there
is a thumb role in acting: “Practice under the guidance of Gurus and
Perform before the audience”. | wish and pray for the young generation to
move on despite all odds.

Mushtaaque B.Barq
is a Columnist, Poet
and Fiction Writer. He
is the author of
“Feeble prisoner, “
Wings of Love” and
many transiation
works are credited to
the author like *
Verses Of Wahab
Khar” and “ Songs Of
Sochkral”
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Since 4 decades Actor, Theatre Practitioner
Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan
has many awards to his credit

Kashmir Pen 17th November 2021

Mushtaaque Ali Among other Met LG Manoj Sinha
at the Raj Bhavan here today

Jammu, November 16: Various delegations
called on Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha
atthe RajBhavan here today.

Sh Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan, Film maker
& Festival Director Kashmir World Film
Festival also called on the Lt. Governor and
apprised him about the Kashmir World Film
Festival, latest edition of which is scheduled
to be held in the coming April-May 2022.

The festival director said that four edition of
Kashmir World Film Festival have already
been held successfully in J&K. While
appreciating the efforts of Sh Khan for
spreading awareness among the film
makers and artists to avail maximum
benefits under the film policy 2021, notified
recently by the J&K.




Arising State

17th November 2021

Mushtaaque Ali calls on Lt. Governor

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 16: Sh Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan,
Founder & Director, ‘Kashmir World Film Festival’ called on the
Lt. Governor and apprised him about the ‘Kashmir World Film
Festival’, latest edition of which is scheduled to be held in the
coming April-May 2022.

The festival director said that four editions of ‘Kashmir World Film

Festival” have already been held successfully in J&K.

While appreciating the efforts of Sh Khan, the Lt. Governor
assured him of all possible support from the UT administration.
The Lt. Governor also asked Sh Khan for spreading awareness
among the film makers and artists to avail maximum benefits
under the Film policy 2021, notified recently by the J&K.

JK News Point

17th November 2021

Mushtaaque Ali calls on Lt. Governor

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 16: Sh Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan,
Founder & Director, ‘Kashmir World Film Festival’ called on the
Lt. Governor and apprised him about the ‘Kashmir World Film
Festival’, latest edition of which is scheduled to be held in the
coming April-May 2022.

The festival director said that four editions of ‘Kashmir World Film

Festival” have already been held successfully in J&K.

While appreciating the efforts of Sh Khan, the Lt. Governor
assured him of all possible support from the UT administration.
The Lt. Governor also asked Sh Khan for spreading awareness
among the film makers and artists to avail maximum benefits
under the Film policy 2021, notified recently by the J&K.
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Mushtaaque Ali: ‘A Multi-Talented Artist' in J&K

Srinagar: Mushtaaque AliAhmad Khan
hails from Rajbagh area of Srinagar has
left no stone unturned to work for the
cause of Art and Culture in Jammu and
Kashmir. Besides being a filmmaker
Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan is an actor
on stage, Radio & Television, who
started his career backin 1988.
Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan
has acted in and has directed more than
two dozen stage plays. He is one of the
leading filmmakers of Kashmir and for
the last more than three decades he has
produced and directed more than 400
documentaries, telefilms and episodes
of serials. He also produced music
albums for DD Kashir, DD Urdu, J&K
Tourism.
Having completed his post-graduation from Kashmir University in 1982,
he has also done Research in the 'Eco-Development Project' at Kashmir
University (1983). Diploma in Forensic Science (Ballistics) from 'Institute
of Criminology & Forensic Science', New Delhi (1984 — 85). Diploma
(Hindi) from Central Hindi Directorate (1987 — 88). Khan has been
awarded, honored & felicitated from time to time by the state cultural
academy, other prestigious organizations and associations for his
contribution in the field of theatre and filmmaking.
He is the first flmmaker of the valley, who produced & directed
documentaries for UGCs countrywide classroom through AVRC of
Kashmir University.
Khan is the founder and director of the 'Kashmir World Film Festival', a
first of its kind and magnitude in Kashmir. He is also working as a
Consultant with North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala at its
Srinagar office. He is the Chairman of 'Actors Creative Theatre' (ACT), an
organization, active in the field of Art, Culture, Film & Literature, since
1976.
Khan has been conducting film festivals, theatre festivals, theatre
workshops, seminars, interactions, discussions and other functions on
subjects like art, culture, film and literature involving hundreds and
thousands of art-loving people, especially youth.
Khan was awarded a 'senior fellowship' in the field of folk theatre for a
period of two years by the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India (2009 -2011)
Till date Khan has been felicitated with hundreds of awards — khan “Was
Felicitated” by 'SARHAD', a Pune-based organization, at Pune for
successfully organizing Film Festivals in Kashmir, (30th Jan 2019). Was
'Awarded' for his contribution in the field of Theatre by 'CHINAR ART
FOUNDATION', at Jammu (17th March 2018), Infotel Award” for his
meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,
presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Mohtarma Asiya Nagash
(12th Nov. 2017), Was presented “Award of Honour” for his meritorious
services in the field of Theatre and Film Making by “All Artists Welfare
Association Jammu”, presented by State President BJP Shri Sat Sharma
and Secretary Academy of Art, Culture and Languages Mr. Azeez Hajni
(22nd Dec. 2016 at Jammu), Short Film “Sula Mout” directed by him was
awarded by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The award was

presented by the Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly Mr Kavinder
Gupta (12th Oct. 2015), “Infotel Award” for his meritorious services in the
field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by Hon'ble Minister of
J&K State, Jenab Ghulam Hassan Mir (Dec. 2014), “Athwas Award” for
his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,
presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ali Mohammad Sagar
(April 2011), The films “Ek afsana chaman ka” and “Tresh Ta Tarpan”
produced and directed by him got “lind Best Production” and
“Consolation Award” respectively, in the first Film Festival / Competition
of J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages, presented by Hon'ble
Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nasir Aslam Wani (March 2010), “Award of
Excellence” for “Best contribution in TV & Theatre” awarded by Travel
Agents Association of Kashmir, presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K
State, Mr. Nawang Rigzin Jora (October 2009), “Best Direction” and
“Best Set Designer” for the stage play “Taqdeer Saaz” in the Theatre
Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The play was also
awarded Best Production and got a total of nine awards, presented by
Shri Vijay Bagaya (25 May 2009), “Academy's Special prize of Best
Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play “EK POTLI
ARMANOON KI” in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production (jointly), and got
a total of eight awards, presented by Hon'ble Union Minister Shri
Saifuddin Soz (2006-07), “Best Set Designer” for the play “Jheel Bula
Rahi Hai” in Doordarshan Srinagar's Theatre Festival. The play which
was directed by him was also awarded “3rd Best Production” and got a
total of four awards, presented by His Excellency Gen. S. K. Sinha
Governor of J&K State (2005), “Best Director” (Shakir & Aslam Memorial
Award”) by Jehlum Art Media for directing Tele-film “Phirsaal” (2000),
“Best Acting Award” for acting

in the stage play “Bhoma” by

J&K Academy of Art, Culture &

Languages (1986) and

“Special Prize” for acting in the

stage play “Juloos” by J&K

Academy of Art, Culture &

Languages (1983).Khan has

got many achievements to his

credit. He has been awarded a

'senior fellowship' in the field of

folk theatre for a period of two

years by the Ministry of

Culture, Govt. of India (2009 —

2011). Has worked as a subject

consultantin the Hindi Feature film “TAHAAN”, directed by Santosh Sivan
(2007-08). The documentary film titled “KASHMIRI MUSIC” produced &
directed by him in 1994 was screened in the International Film Festival,
held in Srinagar, organized by the Films Division and J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages (June 2007) and others.

Khan has also served as an expert and the judge for his outstanding
knowledge regarding the subjects like art and culture. He was an expert
in the selection committee of J&K Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages, for the selection of Costume designer (Aug. 2006), a
member of the panel of Jury in the Painting competition in Kashmir
University (Nov. 2008), a member of the panel of Jury in the Theatre
Festival/ Competition organised by ANHAD (Aug. 2009), a member of the
panel of Jury in ANHAD's Young Filmmakers Documentary Film Festival
(Nov. 2009), was member of the panel of Jury in Folk Theatre festival
organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages and North Zone
Cultural Centre, Patiala (Nov. 2009), was Judge in the 3-day Talent Hunt
Programme, held at Bandipore by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages (May 2011), an expert in the Auditions conducted by Song
and Drama Division in Srinagar twice (July 2009 & May 2011), a member
of the panel of jury in Theatre Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages in Srinagar (July 2013), a member of the panel of
jury in the Drama Audition held by Radio Kashmir Srinagar (5th & 6th Aug.
2015), a member of the panel of jury in the Theatre Festival organised by
J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in Abhinav Theatre, Jammu
(7th to 20th Dec 2015) and an expert for evaluating the plays for Theatre
Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in
Srinagar (2017). Khan is a very dedicated cultural activist of J&K and has
been consistently working for the cause of art and artists. Recently he
was very active in getting the auditorium of Tagore Hall the only
professional Auditorium of Kashmir renovated.
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Mushtaaque Ali, a cultural ambassador of J&K

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan
hailing from Rajbagh area of
Srinagar city is a cultural
ambassador of J&K state who
has dedicated his life for the
cause of art and culture of the
state. Besides being a
filmmaker, Mushtaaque Ali
Ahmad Khan is popular actor
who has shown his talent on
the stage as well in on radio

and television.

Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan has acted in and has directed

more than two dozen stage plays. He is one of the leading filmmakers of

Kashmir and for the last more than three decades he has produced and

directed more than 400 documentaries, telefilms and episodes of serials.

He also produced music albums for DD Kashir, DD Urdu, J&K Tourism.

Having completed his post-graduation from Kashmir University in 1982,

he has also done Research in the 'Eco-Development Project' at Kashmir

University (1983). Diploma in Forensic Science (Ballistics) from 'Institute

of Criminology & Forensic

Science', New Delhi (1984 — 85).

Diploma (Hindi) from Central

Hindi Directorate (1987 — 88).

Khan has been awarded,

honored & felicitated from time

to time by the state cultural

academy, other prestigious

organizations and associations

for his contribution in the field of

theatre and filmmaking.

He is the first flmmaker of the

valley, who produced & directed

documentaries for UGCs

countrywide classroom through

AVRC of Kashmir University.

He is the founder and director of

the 'Kashmir World Film Festival', a first of its kind and magnitude in

Kashmir. He is also working as a Consultant with North Zone Cultural

Centre (NZCC), Patiala at its Srinagar office. He is the Chairman of

'Actors Creative Theatre' (ACT), an organization, active in the field of Art,

Culture, Film & Literature, since 1976.

Khan has been conducting film festivals, theatre festivals, theatre

workshops, seminars, interactions, discussions and other functions on

subjects like art, culture, film and literature involving hundreds and

thousands of art-loving people, especially youth.

Khan was awarded a 'senior fellowship' in the field of folk theatre for a

period of two years by the Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India (2009 -2011)

Till date Khan has been felicitated with hundreds of awards — khan “Was

Felicitated” by 'SARHAD', a Pune-based organization, at Pune for

successfully organizing Film Festivals in Kashmir, (30th Jan 2019). Was

'Awarded' for his contribution in the field of Theatre by 'CHINAR ART

FOUNDATION', at Jammu (17th March 2018), Infotel Award” for his

meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,

presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Mohtarma Asiya Nagash

(12th Nov. 2017), Was presented “Award of Honour” for his meritorious

services in the field of Theatre and Film Making by “All Artists Welfare

Association Jammu”, presented by State President BJP Shri Sat Sharma

and Secretary Academy of Art, Culture and Languages Mr. Azeez Hajni

(22nd Dec. 2016 at Jammu), Short Film “Sula Mout” directed by him was

awarded by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The award was
presented by the Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly Mr Kavinder
Gupta (12th Oct. 2015).
Earlier he was given “Infotel Award” for his meritorious services in the field
of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K
State, Jenab Ghulam Hassan Mir (Dec. 2014), “Athwas Award” for his
meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”,
presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ali Mohammad Sagar
(April 2011), The films “Ek afsana chaman ka” and “Tresh Ta Tarpan”
produced and directed by him got “lind Best Production” and
“Consolation Award” respectively, in the first Film Festival / Competition
of J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages, presented by Hon'ble
Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nasir Aslam Wani (March 2010), “Award of
Excellence” for “Best contribution in TV & Theatre” awarded by Travel
Agents Association of Kashmir, presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K
State, Mr. Nawang Rigzin Jora (October 2009)
He also got the “Best Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play
“Taqdeer Saaz” in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production and got a total of
nine awards (25 May 2009). He has been conferred with awards and
honours for his outstanding work
in the field of theatre and film
making in the past three
decades.
Khan has got many
achievements to his credit. He
has been awarded a 'senior
fellowship' in the field of folk
theatre for a period of two years
by the Ministry of Culture, Govt.
of India (2009 — 2011). Has
worked as a subject consultant
in the Hindi Feature film
“TAHAAN”, directed by Santosh
Sivan (2007-08). The
documentary film titled
“KASHMIRI MUSIC” produced
& directed by him in 1994 was screened in the International Film Festival,
held in Srinagar, organized by the Films Division and J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages (June 2007) and others.
Khan is a very dedicated cultural activist of J&K and has been
consistently working for the cause of art and artists. Recently he was very
active in getting the auditorium of Tagore Hall renovated which is the only
professional auditorium of Kashmir to stage professional plays.
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Mushtaaque Ali Khan-Multifaceted Personality

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan hails from Rajbagh area of Srinagar have
left no stone unturned to working for the cause of Art and Culture in
Jammu and Kashmir, Besides being a filmmaker Mushtaaque AliAhmad
Khan is an actor of stage, Radio and Television who started his career
backin 1988.

Born and brought up in Srinagar, Khan has acted in and has directed
more than two dozen stage plays. He is one of the leading film makers of
Kashmir and for the last more than three decades he has produced and
directed more than 400 documentaries, tele films and episodes of serials.
He also produced music albums for DD Kashir, DD Urdu, J&K Tourism.
Having completed his post-graduation from Kashmir University in 1982,
he has also done Research in 'Eco-Development Project' in Kashmir
University (1983). Diploma in Forensic Science (Ballistics) from 'Institute
of Criminology & Forensic Science', New Delhi (1984 - 85). Diploma
(Hindi) from Central Hindi Directorate (1987 - 88). Khan has been
awarded, honoured & felicitated from time to time by state cultural
academy, other prestigious organisations and associations for his
contribution in the field of theatre and filmmaking. He is the first film maker
of the valley, who produced & directed

documentaries for UGCs countrywide classroom

through AVRC of Kashmir University.

Khan is the founder and director of Kashmir World

Film Festival a first of its kind and magnitude in

Kashmir. He is also working as Consultant with

North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala at its

Srinagar office. He is the Chairman of Actors

Creative Theatre (ACT), an organisation, active in

the field of Art, Culture, Film & Literature, since

1976.

Khan has been conducting film festivals, theatre

festivals, theatre workshops, seminars,

interactions, discussions and other functions on

subjects like art, culture, film and literature involving

hundreds and thousands of art loving people

especially youth.

Khan was awarded senior fellowship in the field of

folk theatre for a period of two years by Ministry of

Culture, Govt. of India (2009 -2011).

Till date Khan has been felicitated with hundreds of

awards — khan “Was Felicitated” by 'SARHAD', a Pune based
organisation, at Pune for successfully organising Film Festivals in
Kashmir, (30th Jan 2019). Was 'Awarded' for his contribution in the field of
Theatre by 'CHINAR ART FOUNDATION', at Jammu (17th March 2018),
Infotel Award” for his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio &
Television”, presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Mohtarma Asiya
Nagash (12th Nov. 2017), Was presented “Award of Honour” for his
meritorious services in the field of Theatre and Film Making by “All Artists
Welfare Association Jammu”, presented by State President BJP Shri Sat
Sharma and Secretary Academy of Art, Culture and Languages Mr Azeez
Hajni (22nd Dec. 2016 at Jammu), Short Film “Sula Mout” directed by him
was awarded by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages. The award
was presented by the Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly Mr
Kavinder Gupta (12th Oct. 2015), “Infotel Award” for his meritorious
services in the field of “Theatre, Radio & Television”, presented by
Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ghulam Hassan Mir (Dec. 2014),
“Athwas Award” for his meritorious services in the field of “Theatre, Radio
& Television”, presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Jenab Ali
Mohammad Sagar (April 2011), The films “Ek afsana chaman ka” and
“Tresh Ta Tarpan” produced and directed by him got “lind Best
Production” and “Consolation Award” respectively, in the first Film
Festival/Competition of J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages,

presented by Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nasir Aslam Wani
(March 2010), “Award of Excellence” for “Best contribution in TV &
Theatre” awarded by Travel Agents Association of Kashmir, presented by
Hon'ble Minister of J&K State, Mr. Nawang Rigzin Jora (October 2009),
“Best Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play “Taqdeer
Saaz” in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production and got a total of
nine awards, presented by Shri Vijay Baqaya (25 May 2009), “Academy's
Special prize of Best Direction” and “Best Set Designer” for the stage play
“EK POTLI ARMANOON KI” in the Theatre Festival of J&K Academy of
Art, Culture & Languages. The play was also awarded Best Production
(joint-ly), and got a total of eight awards, presented by Hon'ble Union
Minister Shri Saifuddin Soz (2006-07), “Best Set De-signer” for the play
“Jheel Bula Rahi Hai” in Doordarshan Srinagar's Theatre Festival. The
play which was directed by him was also awarded “3rd Best Production”
and got a total of four awards, presented by His Excellency Gen. S. K.
Sinha Governer of J&K State (2005), “Best Director” (Shakir & Aslam
Memorial Award”) by Jehlum Art Media for directing Tele-film “Phirsaal”
(2000), “Best Acting Award” for acting in the stage
play “Bhoma” by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages (1986) and “Special Prize” for acting in
the stage play “Juloos” by J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages (1983).
Khan has got many achievements to his credit. He
has been awarded senior fellowship in the field of
folk theatre for a period of two years by Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India (2009 — 2011). Has worked
as a subject consultant in the Hindi Feature film
“TAHAAN”, directed by Santosh Sivan (2007-08).
The documentary film titled “KASHMIRI MUSIC”
produced & directed by him in 1994 was screened
in the International Film Festival, held in Srinagar,
organised by Films Division and J&K Academy of
Art, Culture & Languages (June 2007) and others.
Khan has also served as an expert and the judge for
his outstanding knowledge regarding the subjects
like art and culture. He was an expert in the
selection committee of J&K Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages, for the selection of Costume
designer (Aug. 2006), a member of the panel of Jury in the Painting
competition in Kashmir University (Nov. 2008), a member of the panel of
Jury in the Theatre Festival/ Competition organised by ANHAD (Aug.
2009), a member of the panel of Jury in ANHAD's Young Filmmakers
Documentary Film Festival (Nov. 2009), was member of the panel of Jury
in Folk Theatre festival organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages and North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala (Nov. 2009), was
Judge in the 3-day Talent Hunt Programme, held at Bandipore by J&K
Academy of Art, Culture & Languages (May 2011), an expert in the
Auditions conducted by Song and Drama Division in Srinagar twice (July
2009 & May 2011), a member of the panel of jury in Theatre Festival
organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in Srinagar (July
2013), a member of the panel of jury in the Drama Audition held by Radio
Kashmir Srinagar (5th & 6th Aug. 2015), a member of the panel of jury in
the Theatre Festival organised by J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages in Abhinav Theatre, Jammu (7th to 20th Dec 2015) and an ex-
pert for evaluating the plays for Theatre Festival organised by J&K
Academy of Art, Culture & Languages in Srinagar (2017).
Khan is a very dedicated cultural activist of J&K and has been
consistently working for the cause of Art and Artist. Recently he was very
active in getting the auditorium of Tagore Hall the only professional
Auditorium of Kashmir renovated.
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Kashmir Life (video)

31st March 2022

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan: An Introduction




Take One (video) 14th April 2022

Meet Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan, man behind revival of theatres in Kashmir

Gulistan News (video) 15th April 2022

Khaas Mulagat




ANI News

15th April 2022

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan spares no effort to keep theatre alive in Kashmir

Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir) [India], April 15 (ANI): Mushtaaque Ali
Ahmad Khan, a renowned actor and successful director, has been
making constant efforts to keep the theatre culture of the region alive for
its future generations.

Khan believes that theatre is an integral part of Kashmiri culture and it has
always played a crucial role in highlighting the day-to-day problems of
society.

The 61-year-old, an alumnus of Amar Singh College, completed his post
graduation from Kashmir University, where he was also the Cultural Club
Secretary.

"l owe my life to the two years of university. It gave me the right exposure
thathas made me what | am today," he said.

Speaking about his journey to the world of arts, he said, "It was in 1974
when | visited Doordarshan for the first time to participate in
recommended children's programme and met Sarojini Raini, one of the

toughest and genius producers of the time."

He started his career as a theatre actor in 1981 and participated in a
number of plays till 1988.

He has also conducted various film festivals, theatre festivals, theatre
workshops, seminars, interactions, discussions, and many other
functions on Arts, Culture, Film and Literature attended by many people,
especially the youth.

Khan, whose goal is to preserve the culture and heritage for future
generations, has been organizing annual theatre festivals since 2005
under the banner of Actors Creative Theatre (ACT).

The ACT also aims at providing a platform to the youth and artists, who
are looking for opportunities to become professional theatre artists. (ANI)

Lokmat Times

15th April 2022

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan spares no effort to keep theatre alive in Kashmir

Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir) [India], April 15 (ANI): Mushtaaque Ali
Ahmad Khan, a renowned actor and successful director, has been
making constant efforts to keep the theatre culture of the region alive for

its future generations.

Khan believes that theatre is an integral part of Kashmiri culture and it has
always played a crucial role in highlighting the day-to-day problems of
society.

The 61-year-old, an alumnus of Amar Singh College, completed his post
graduation from Kashmir University, where he was also the Cultural Club
Secretary.

"l owe my life to the two years of university. It gave me the right exposure
that has made me what | am today," he said.

Speaking about his journey to the world of arts, he said, "It was in 1974
when | visited Doordarshan for the first time to participate in
recommended children's programme and met Sarojini Raini, one of the
toughest and genius producers of the time."

He started his career as a theatre actor in 1981 and participated in a
number of plays till 1988.

He has also conducted various film festivals, theatre festivals, theatre
workshops, seminars, interactions, discussions, and many other
functions on Arts, Culture, Film and Literature attended by many people,
especially the youth.

Khan, whose goal is to preserve the culture and heritage for future
generations, has been organizing annual theatre festivals since 2005
under the banner of Actors Creative Theatre (ACT).

The ACT also aims at providing a platform to the youth and artists, who
are looking for opportunities to become professional theatre artists. (ANI)




Rising Kashmir

16th April 2022

Actor, director Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan
spares no effort to keep theatre alive in Kashmir

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan, a renowned
actor and successful director, has been
making constant efforts to keep the theatre
culture of the region alive for its future
generations.

Khan believes that theatre is an integral part
of Kashmiri culture and it has always played
a crucial role in highlighting the day-to-day
problems of society.

The 61-year-old, an alumnus of Amar Singh
College, completed his post graduation
from Kashmir University, where he was also
the Cultural Club Secretary.

" owe my life to the two years of university. It
gave me the right exposure that has made
me what | am today," he said.

Speaking about his journey to the world of

Sarojini Raini, one of the toughest and
genius producers of the time."

He started his career as a theatre actor in
1981 and participated in a number of plays
till 1988.

He has also conducted various film
festivals, theatre festivals, theatre
workshops, seminars, interactions,
discussions, and many other functions on
Arts, Culture, Film and Literature attended
by many people, especially the youth.

Khan, whose goal is to preserve the culture
and heritage for future generations, has
been organizing annual theatre festivals
since 2005 under the banner of Actors
Creative Theatre (ACT).

The ACT also aims at providing a platform to

arts, he said, "It was in 1974 when | visited Doordarshan for the first  the youth and artists, who are looking for opportunities to become
time to participate in recommended children's programme and met professional theatre artists. (ANI)

News 18 Urdu (video) 18th April 2022

Chalti Rahegi Zindagi
Theatre Actor Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan Se Khaas Mulaqat
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Northlines

22 April 2022

Mushtaaque - the man behind Film Festivals!

in 2017 Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan, who is
a dedicated cultural activist based in
Srinagar, Kashmir took an initiative of
founding the 'KASHMIR WORLD FILM
FESTIVAL' (KWFF).
Till date four editions of 'Kashmir World Film
Festival' have been successfully organised
and now the 5th edition is going to be
organised this year on a much larger scale.
The main purpose of the initiative is to screen
the world class films from all over the globe
and from all the parts of India, in Kashmir for
the general masses especially the youth and secondly to provide an
international platform to the filmmakers of the least to evolve a culture of
film watching in the valley.
Amid the present situation, this festival is a silver, lining. With no cinema
halls in Kashmir cinema lovers see this film festival as a ray of hope.
The festival has been getting an overwhelming response from the people
of Kashmir from all age

Thisfestival in Kashmir is significantin so many ways that;

The place like Kashmir has no cinema hall, where people could go and

watch movies.

This festival provides the people of Kashmir including youth an

opportunity to watch world class movies.

This festival got an amazing support worldwide and has been covered by

media, social media, and digital portals in a very positive way, and has

gained tractions amongst varied target groups and intellectuals.

'Kashmir World Film Festival' is a brain child of Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad

Khan. He strongly believes in "The show must go on". He has a desire to

share the experience of world class cinema with the people of Kashmir

(especially the youth) and at the same time provide a platform for the

filmmakers of the Valley. He is defying all odds to bring World Class films

tothe valley.

He wants to make Kashmir also to be known by the Kashmir World Film

Festival and wants to make festival on of the top 10 (ten) International

Film Festivals of the world.

He is one of the leading film makers of Kashmir and for the last more than
3 (three) decades has

groups. Ve
In the previous editions
the festival received
more of 325 (Three
hundred twenty five)
films that included films
from 14 (Fourteen)
countries like, USA,
Italy, Spain, Jorden,
Lebanon, Iran,
Afghanistan, Poland, -

“Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan is one of the leading film makers of Kashmir
and for the last more than 3 (three) decades has been awarded honored
and felicitated from time to time by a number of prestigious Govt. and Non
Govt. organizations / associations for his contribution in the field of
filmmaking and theatre. He has whole heartedly dedicated
more than four decades of his life in working as an actor / producer / director
for Theatre, Radio and Television. He has also successfully organized
about 10 (ten) theatre festivals in the capacity of festival director.”

™\ been awarded
honoured and
felicitated from time to
time by a number of
prestigious Govt. and
N on Govt.
organizations/associat
ions for his contribution
in the field of
filmmaking and
/' contribution to theatre.

Turkey, Korea, Nepal

Tajikistan, Tunisia, Bangladesh, etc. The festival also had participating
films from different parts of India in different languages like English,
Bengali, Malayalam, Bhojpuri, Punjabi, Marathi, Gujrati, Tibetan,
Assamese, Hindi, Urdu, Dogri, Ladakhi and Kashmiri.

So far 31 (Thirty one) films from abroad and India have been awarded,
The number of people who attended the festival so far has been more
than 12,500 (twelve thousand five hundred), mostly of them youth.

The festival has been getting a support from the prestigious films
organisations like Film Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune, National
Film Archives of India (NFAI), Pune, Films Division (FD), Mumbai
Children's Film Society of India (CFSI), Mumbai, and Directorate of Film
Festivals (DFF), New Delhi.

For the for the coming edition the festival organisers are expecting some
of the popular film personalities/celebrities from Indian film industry like,
Aamir Khan, Tabu, Hema Malini, Randhir Kapoor, Subhash Ghai,
Santosh Sivan, Madhur Bhandarkar, Raj Kumar Hirani, Bhagyashree,
Manoj Bajpai, Vijay Raaz, Dipti Naval, Mukesh Rishi, Shahnaz Gill, Kirti
Kulhariand others.

He has whole
heartedly dedicated more than four decades of his life in working as an
actor/producer/director for Theatre, Radio and Television, He has also
successfully organized about 10 (ten) theatre festivals in the capacity of
festival director.

He is a devoted cultural activist of Kashmir and has been contributing
much towards the preservation and promotion of art, culture, films and
literature.

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan, the festival director of Kashmir World Film
Festival told us "I am very much overwhelmed with the response of the
people of Kashmir, especially the youth. We intend to make his festival a
regular feature in Kashmir in the ages to come it is an attempt to reclaim
valley's lost cinema culture.

He also said "l am thankful to the print and electronic media for their extra
ordinary support at the local level at the national level and also at the
International level"

He further added "We are doing preparations for the festival to be
organised in july/August 2022."




Kashmir Times

28th April 2022

Kasamir TiMEs

A Film Crusader called "Mushtaaque'!

in 2017 Mushtaaque Ali
Ahmad Khan, who is a
dedicated cultural activist
based in Srinagar, Kashmir
took an initiative of founding
the 'KASHMIR WORLD
FILM FESTIVAL' (KWFF).
Till date four editions of
'Kashmir World Film Festival'
have been successfully
organised and now the 5th
edition is going to be
organised this year on a much larger scale.
The main purpose of the initiative is to screen the world class
films from all over the globe and from all the parts of India, in
Kashmir for the general masses especially the youth and
secondly to provide an international platform to the filmmakers
of the least to evolve a culture of film watching in the valley.
Amid the present situation, this festival is a silver, lining. With
no cinema halls in Kashmir cinema lovers see this film festival
asaray of hope.
The festival has been getting an overwhelming response from
the people of Kashmir from all age groups.
In the previous editions the festival received more of 325
(Three hundred twenty five) films that included films from 14
(Fourteen) countries like, USA, Italy, Spain, Jorden, Lebanon,
Iran, Afghanistan, Poland, Turkey, Korea, Nepal Tajikistan,
Tunisia, Bangladesh, etc. The festival also had participating
films from different parts of India in different languages like
English, Bengali, Malayalam, Bhojpuri, Punjabi, Marathi,
Guijrati, Tibetan, Assamese, Hindi, Urdu, Dogri, Ladakhi and
Kashmiri.
So far 31 (Thirty one) films from abroad and India have been
awarded, The number of people who attended the festival so
far has been more than 12,500 (twelve thousand five
hundred), mostly of them youth.
The festival has been getting a support from the prestigious
films organisations like Film Television Institute of India (FTII),
Pune, National Film Archives of India (NFAI), Pune, Films
Division (FD), Mumbai Children's Film Society of India (CFSI),
Mumbai, and Directorate of Film Festivals (DFF), New Delhi.
For the for the coming edition the festival organisers are
expecting some of the popular film personalities/celebrities
from Indian film industry like, Aamir Khan, Tabu, Hema Malini,
Randhir Kapoor, Subhash Ghai, Santosh Sivan, Madhur

Bhandarkar, Raj Kumar Hirani, Bhagyashree, Manoj Bajpai,
Vijay Raaz, Dipti Naval, Mukesh Rishi, Shahnaz Gill, Kirti
Kulhariand others.

Thisfestival in Kashmiris significantin so many ways that;

The place like Kashmir has no cinema hall, where people
could go and watch movies.

This festival provides the people of Kashmir including youth an
opportunity to watch world class movies.

This festival got an amazing support worldwide and has been
covered by media, social media, and digital portals in a very
positive way, and has gained tractions amongst varied target
groups and intellectuals.

'Kashmir World Film Festival' is a brain child of Mushtaaque Ali
Ahmad Khan. He strongly believes in "The show must go on".
He has a desire to share the experience of world class cinema
with the people of Kashmir (especially the youth) and at the
same time provide a platform for the filmmakers of the Valley.
He is defying all odds to bring World Class films to the valley.
He wants to make Kashmir also to be known by the Kashmir
World Film Festival and wants to make festival on of the top 10
(ten) International Film Festivals of the world.

He is one of the leading film makers of Kashmir and for the last
more than 3 (three) decades has been awarded honoured and
felicitated from time to time by a number of prestigious Govt.
and Non Govt. organizations/associations for his contribution
in the field of filmmaking and contribution to theatre. He has
whole heartedly dedicated more than four decades of his life in
working as an actor/producer/director for Theatre, Radio and
Television, He has also successfully organized about 10 (ten)
theatre festivals in the capacity of festival director.

He is a devoted cultural activist of Kashmir and has been
contributing much towards the preservation and promotion of
art, culture, films and literature.

Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad Khan, the festival director of Kashmir
World Film Festival told us "l am very much overwhelmed with
the response of the people of Kashmir, especially the youth.
We intend to make his festival a regular feature in Kashmir in
the ages to come itis an attempt to reclaim valley's lost cinema
culture.

He also said "l am thankful to the print and electronic media for
their extra ordinary support at the local level at the national
level and also at the International level"

He further added "We are doing preparations for the festival to
be organised in july/August 2022."




ETV Bharat (pigital / video)

05th May 2022

Famous Theater Director Of Kashmir: ‘_’, L/ J ¢ ’4} LZ/J Ol J' ok
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Dainik State Samachar

11th May 2022
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Reviving Kashmir’s past glory

Kashmiri award-winning actor, filmmaker, producer and film
festival director Mushtaaque Ali Ahmad, who prefers to call
himself a ‘cultural activist’, was in Pune in the capacity of the
director of the Jammu and Kashmir International Film Festival
(JAKIFF). The festival, organised by city-based NGO Sarhad,
was held for the first time outside the UT.

Khan is also the chairman of one of the oldest cultural
organisations, the Actors’ Creative Theatre (ACT), since 1983.
He worked for the North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC) for two
years as its consultant at its Srinagar sub-office, where he
oversaw organisation of festivals, camps and shows on a large
scale for the first time in Kashmir. He is also the founder, chief
curator and festival director of the Kashmir World Film
Festival. He has done this against all odds over the past three
decades.

Excerpts from his interview:

Kashmir was once a favourite destination for film shoots. Do
you think those days will be back soon?

Kashmir has been the most favourite destination for film
shoots of Indian and foreign films. Films were shot in Kashmir
even in the last three decades. However, they were very few in
number. Around 3-4 films were shot (in a year) during this
period. This scenario changed last year. Around 9-10 film
crews visited Kashmir for shootings. | can say that the days of
the 1960s, 1970s and early 1980s will be back in the near

future. Tourism in Kashmir started booming again in early
2021. Similarly, film shoots are likely to increase.

Whatis the contribution of Kashmiris to the Hindi film industry?

Kashmiri professionals have been helping film crews from
Mumbai and other parts of India in managing and facilitating
film shootings in Kashmir. When it comes to the number of
Kashmiris in the Hindi Film Industry, it may not be high but itis
significant. Starting from KL Saigal, who was the first superstar
of Indian cinema, Tabla maestros Alla Rakha and Zakir
Hussain, Santoor maestro and music composer Pandit Shiv
Kumar Sharma, actors Jeevan, Kiran Kumar, Satish Kaul,
Anupam Kher, Mukesh Rishi, Tariq Shah, Parvez Masudi, Mir
Sarwar, Ashwath Bhat, Hina Khan, Zaira Waseem, editor and
producer Yousuf Bhat, DOP Tasadduq Mufti, playback singer
Jaan Nissar, writer and actor Talat Rekhi and a good number of
other film technicians have contributed to the Hindi films.

You were the director of the Jammu & Kashmir International
Film Festival 2022 held in Pune recently. How was the
response to the fest?

It was really a great experience working as a curator and
festival director of the first J&K International Film Festival
(JAIKIFF) in Pune. Itis a wonderful city with warm and friendly
people. It was only with the support of such good people that
we could organise the festival successfully. The professionals
associated with this festival were very cooperative.
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